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June 6: In Cambridge, Massachusetts, former Guatemalan defense minister Hector Alejandro
Gramajo Morales received a summons to appear in US District Court (Boston) on charges of crimes
against humanity. The suit was filed by the New York- based Center for Constitutional Rights
(CCR) which is representing nine Guatemalans currently in exile in the US or Canada. The suit is
based on the "Alien Tort Claims Act," which permits non-US citizens to sue in US federal courts for
violations of international law. The plaintiffs charge that they and/or their relatives were victims of
army atrocities during the 1982 massacres in Huehuetenango department, and the 1989 El Aguacate
massacre. During the 1982 incidents, Gramajo headed the army's "pacification" program in the
western highlands, and at the time of the El Aguacate killings, he served as defense minister.
On the same day, Gramajo received a degree in public administration from Harvard's Kennedy
School of Government. June 13: Private investigator Brian McNeil served Gramajo with another
summons related to the case of US nun Diana Ortiz who was kidnapped, tortured, and raped in
1989 during Gramajo's tenure as defense minister. Gramajo responded to the summons by spitting
on McNeil's hand. June 28: CCR lawyers said that at least four religious workers in Guatemala
have been targeted for retaliation by the Guatemalan Army after Guatemalan plaintiffs filed two
human rights lawsuits against Gramajo. The existence of a list of persons targeted was disclosed
by several independent sources in Guatemala, including two Army officers. CCR attorneys said
any attempt to intimidate potential witnesses in the lawsuit by threatening or harming religious
figures or others would constitute a crime in the United States. According to attorney Beth Stephens,
"The United States has strong laws protecting the judicial process. Actions designed to intimidate
potential witnesses in these cases would violate US law, and could lead to criminal prosecutions,
with fines of up to $250,000 and prison terms of up to 10 years...The Guatemalan Army may run the
courts in Guatemala, but they don't run the courts in the United States. These threats are typical
of an army which has the worst human rights record in this hemisphere." Although the lawsuits
name only Gramajo as defendant, Army spokespersons have condemned the lawsuits as an attack
on the Army as a whole. July 3: The Inter Press Service reported that in separate responses to the
two suits filed in US District Court (Boston), Gramajo challenged legal and technical foundations of
both. The CCR is seeking $10 million in compensation for clients in each of the suits. CCR attorney
Beth Stephens said the case should serve as a warning that "the US will not provide a safe haven
for murderers and torturers." Stephens noted that Gramajo violated certain court rules when he
filed his responses. First, he did not send a copy of his responses to the plaintiffs or their lawyers,
and second, he neglected to provide an address. Stephens said CCR will request that the court order
Gramajo to provide an address where he can be contacted. Guatemalan officials have unofficially
dismissed the lawsuits as Gramajo's personal affair, Stephens said, adding that some Guatemalan
newspapers are calling for a military investigation. [Gramajo's military leadership roles during
the 1980s are summarized below. 1980: Army base commander in Jutiapa during part of the year.
At the time, Jutiapa was the only military training center in the country. 1980-1981: The New York
Review of Books (10/25/90) noted that during Gramajo's tenure as minister counselor for political
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affairs in Washington, "Death squads were running wild, killing an estimated 25,000 people during
his term. But Gramajo defended [President Lucas Garcia's] regime to the end." [The Review also
noted that the US Agency for International Development (AID) helped fund Gramajo's year at
Harvard.] 1982-1983 (Rios Montt administration): Armed forces chief of staff, directly in charge of
all military operations in Guatemala's western highlands. [During a debate with Allan Nairn at
Brown University in Spring 1991, Gramajo said the army made use of "flexible" and "humanitarian"
tactics at the time of large-scale massacres of civilians in the highlands.] 1983-1986 (Gen. Oscar Mejia
Victores administration): Commander of the Cuartel General, a major interrogation/ torture center.
He was in charge of intelligence, responsible for selecting assassination targets. During this period,
death squads made a comeback in the capital. 1986-1989 (President Vinicio Cerezo administration):
Defense minister. (Basic data from Boston Globe, Prensa Libre, 06/07/91; 06/28/91 report by Center
for Constitutional Rights (New York); Inter Press Service, 07/03/91)
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